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parents and grandparents. This change was of course only relative;
and that casual attitude towards money, as something which was
as easily come by again as it was easily lost—an attitude which
was peculiarly un-European in European eyes—had certainly not
altogether disappeared from American minds in 1933. Nevertheless,
the American attitude towards money, and also towards life, was
perceptibly more European in 1933 than it had been before 1929;
and this was a change which was perhaps likely to outlast the
particular slump that had brought it to a head.
The essence of this general change of attitude was a heightening
of the individual's interest in the state of life to which it had pleased
God to call him, as his expectation of improving upon the gifts of
Providence by his own enterprise now lost its ancient vividness and
assurance. The nineteenth-century American pioneer had displayed
something of that indifference towards his momentary worldly state
which had been characteristic of the medieval Christian ascetic—
and this for the reason that he, too, viewed his immediate material
surroundings with the eye of a pilgrim and a sojourncr, though his
goal was a prosaic eldprado just round the corner, and not an eternal
city beyond the world and the flesh. In this materialistic travesty of
the Christian hope the nineteenth-century American had regarded
it as a waste of time and energy and opportunity to bother about
improving the state of the class or profession in which he momentarily
found himself de facto, because, dejure Americano, he was a potential
self-made man whose humble condition of to-day would infallibly
be exchanged for a more glorious prosperity to-morrow. In 1933 the
pioneer's descendant was beginning to expect to make a longer stay
than his forefathers had ever made in his actual place in life; and
accordingly he was beginning, European-fashion, to take some interest
in making his present bed as comfortable and clean as possible,
instead of dreaming of softer beds in grander hotels at future halting-
places on an open road to fortune. The taxpayer was beginning to
take an interest in cleaning up municipal finances, the.workman in
securing improvements in labour conditions, and the young university
graduate in finding Government employment; and these were all
tendencies away from the traditional American, and towards the
traditional European, outlook and attitude. In the nineteenth cen-
tury the American business man was making so much more money,
by devoting Ms whole attention to his private affairs, than he could
possibly lose by letting the taxes run away through the fingers of
corrupt politicians, that he suffered these jackals to take their 'rake-
off' with the cynical arrogance of a medieval robber-knight when he

